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PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY 
Personal Explanation - Question without Notice 1116 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Parliamentary Secretary) [2.53 pm] - by leave:  In reviewing data for a question 
in the Legislative Council, the Forest Products Commission has identified anomalies in the data provided in 
relation to question without notice 1116 asked by the member for Alfred Cove on 18 June 2002.  The SILREC - 
Silviculture Records System - maintained by the Department of Conservation and Land Management as a record 
of harvesting and silviculture is updated biannually on the basis of aerial photography.  Reporting on the 
progress of operations at any other time must be done manually and depends significantly on checks carried out 
by commission field staff.  Due to the large number of coupes in progress at any time, this is a substantial task.  
The matter is complicated by the issue of definitions - in this case, when a coupe is completed.  In normal 
circumstances, the commission does not consider a coupe completed until all saleable produce has been removed 
and the landing has been rehabilitated.  This might be a number of months or longer after harvesting the coupe 
has been completed by the harvesting contractor. 

The member’s question required the Forest Products Commission to report in terms of a time scale and a 
definition of completion for which its systems are not designed.  The complexity of this task was a contributing 
factor to the inaccuracies in the initial response to question without notice 1116.  The Forest Products 
Commission is currently conducting a review of all the data, but it is dependent to a significant degree on 
information from the Department of Conservation and Land Management.  However, relevant staff from the 
department are pivotal, and fully committed, to the development of the new forest management plan, and the 
Government has given this priority.  As a result, the minister has asked the commission to attempt to provide a 
revised response to question 1116 by the end of this parliamentary session.  However, this hinges on progress 
with the new forest management plan remaining in accordance with the current time frame. 
 


